Female-specific reproductive toxicities following preconception exposure to xenobiotics.
Females do differ from males in their germ cell and general reproductive responses to toxicants. Chromatin structure is perhaps one factor that contributes to sex differences in germ cell response to toxicants. Differences in available targets likely contribute to response differences between sexes as well as to within sex differences between germ cell stages. It is important to consider these differences when conducting reproductive toxicity studies and interpreting the results.